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Key 11: The Chancellor 
 
Prevailing Energy: The Middle Path; Impartiality 

Power Cultivated: Theurgy 

Attribute Manifested: Truth, Veracity 

C.C. de Saint-Germain: Balance and the Sword 

Spirit’s Journey:  Cycle of Judgment 

Hermetic Title:  Holder of the Balances 

 

 
 

Card Description: 

 

Lady Justice, blindfolded, wields a sword in her right hand and balancing 

scales in her left. Your heart is being weighed against Ma’at’s Feather of 

Truth: Are your intentions and actions meritorious? Ancient Egyptians 

believed that memory, intellect, your personality, emotions, and capacity for 
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wisdom came from the ib—the heart—rather than the brain. Here, upon that 

heart is a green (nephrite jade) scarab.  

 

In the Book of the Dead, a spell is given for enchanting an amulet that will 

enable the heart to weigh less than Ma’at’s Feather. The amulet is a scarab 

carved from nephrite, accented with gold and anointed with myrrh, which is 

then placed upon the heart. The nephrite scarab will enchant the human heart 

just so that it will weigh lighter than the Feather of Truth. 

 

 
 

Ma’at is the Eygptian goddess and personification of justice, which comes 

through testimonies of truth, and is the force in the universe that produces 

order. Ma’at is the consort of Thoth, god of wisdom. Ma’at is the divinity who 

maintins cosmic balance. 

 

To the ancient Greeks, the divinity of universal order and the one who held 

the Scales of Justice was the titaness-goddess Themis, who was also the 

goddess of future predictions. Themis, wrote Homer, is the singular force 

maintaining a civilized society. Themis was divine law and morality, who 

then gave birth to the Moirai, or the Three Fates. Thus, Key 10 as the Wheel 

of Life embodying Fate and Key 11 as The Chancellor embodying Themis 

are fraternal. 

 

Themis is also the mother of the goddess Diki (Δίκη, also spelled Dike; the 

goddess Justitia in Romany mythology), connected to the constellation Libra. 

Diki is the cusp of Virgo and Libra, exuding Virgoan qualities. While Themis 

personifies divine law, Diki is human-ordained law. Thus, the Lady Justice 

that is the emblem of the legal profession is a manifestation of Diki. 

 

Lady Justice is seated between two pillars. One features the relief of a rose 

and the other a lily. Where the pistil of the lily would be is embedded a 

polished sphere of blue chalcedony, known as the speaker’s stone. The pistil 

contains the ovary, ovules, and is the female reproductive part of the lily. Blue 

chalcedony amplifies the capabilities and influence of lawyers, politicians, 
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orators, writers, and scholars. Likewise, the stone featured on the hilt of Lady 

Justice’s sword is blue chalcedony. 

 

At the base of the right pillar is a purple iris, a reference to the Greek goddess 

Iris, a divine messenger and one who could control sea and sky. Appearing in 

the foreground just before the threshold designated by the two pillars, the 

purple iris represents a gateway between the physical world and the spirit.  

 

An ankh appears behind the Chancellor, as part of her throne. The Chancellor 

is the Angel of Justice. She brings rectified balance with her Sword.  

 

Tucked between the folds of her robes is the Book of the Law, symbolizing a 

code of First Principles. The Aristotelian concept of the First Principle is a set 

of foundational propositions or axioms upon which all other theories and 

ideas will be based.  

 

Upon the sword of Lady Justice is inscribed the following: 

 

 
 

This is from the Clavicula Salmonis (1312), or Key of Solomon, Book II, 

Chapter 8, “Of the Dagger and Wand.” [Trans. S. Liddell MacGregor 

Mathers, 1889] The magus’s sword should be carved with the foregoing 

Hebrew characters, per the instructions from Key.  

 
Thou shalt therefore take a new sword which thou shalt clean and polish 
on the day of Mercury, and at the first or the fifteenth hour, and after 
this thou shalt write on one side these divine names in Hebrew: 
 

YOD HE VAU HE 
ADONAI 
EHEIEH, 
AYAI 
 

and on the other side: 
 

ELOHIM GIBOR  
 

Sprinkle and cense it and repeat over it the following conjuration: 
 

  



MAJOR ARCANA 

 

 

4 

THE CONJURATION OF THE SWORD 
 

I conjure thee, O sword, by these names, ABRAHACH, ABRACH, 
ABRACADABRA, YOD HE VAU HE, that thou serve me for a 
strength and defence in all magical operations, against all mine enemies, 
visible and invisible. 
 

I conjure thee anew by the holy and indivisible name of EL strong and 
wonderful, by the name SHADDAI almighty; and by these names 
QADOSCH, QADOSCH, QADOSCH, ADONAI ELOHIM 
TZABAOTH, EMANUEL, the First and the Last, Wisdom, Way, Life, 
Truth, Chief, Speech, Word, Splendour, Light, Sun, Fountain, Glory, 
the Stone of the Wise, Virtue, Shepherd, Priest, Messiach Immortal; by 
these names then, and by the other names, I conjure thee, O sword, that 
thou servest me for a protection in all adversities. Amen. 
 

This being finished thou shalt wrap it also in silk like all the other 
instruments, being duly purified and consecrated by the ceremonies 
requisite for the perfection of all magical arts and operations. 
 

Clavicula Salmonis (1312) 
Trans. S. Liddell MacGregor Mathers, 1889 

 

The stream of consciousness flows behind her. A whirlpool appears in the 

stream. In Eastern esotericism, a whirlpool, like the two pillars in Western 

esotericism, represents a gateway to another realm, or a different 

consciousness. You can scry into the rippling, spiraling waters of a whirlpool 

and see a different space and time.  

 

In the skies appears etchings from the Babylonian Code of Hammurabi (1754 

BC) in cuneiform. While the Code of Hammurabi is most infamous for its 

code of lex talionis, the “eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth” retaliation law, 

most of the Code in fact deals with mundane matters of contract law and 

family law. 

 

Here are the opening lines of the Code of Hammurabi, translated by Leonard 

William King (sourced from the Avalon Project at Yale Law School): 

 

When Anu the Sublime, King of the Anunaki, and Bel, the Lord of 

Heaven and Earth, who decreed the Fate of the land, assigned to 

Marduk, the over-ruling son of Ea, God of Righteousness, dominion 

over earthly Man, and made him great among the Igigi, they called 

Babylon by his illustrious name, made it great on earth, and founded 

an everlasting kingdom in it, whose foundations are laid so solidly as 

those of heaven and earth.  
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Card Meaning: 
 

The spirit of The Chancellor reveals the influence of Lady Justice over the 

matter at hand. The most important objective now: restoring balance, 

restoring order, and seeking equilibrium.  
 

With the weighing of the heart motif, there are strong underlying messages 

relating to ethics and morality governing the matter at hand, or the decision 

to be made. Like its First Septenary parallel equivalent, The Emperor, you 

currently hold the power to decide, so choose with wisdom and with 

impartiality. The imagery here is a cautionary message that it is much harder 

than you’ll admit to exercise the virtue of impartiality. 
 

The Chancellor can also be bringing a message of ordaining restitution. There 

must be a reparation or compensation made for past harm. The large iris at 

the foreground before the twin pillars signifies that this message comes 

straight from the gods. The gods are instructing humanity to do the right thing. 
 

Ill-dignified, Key 11 can warn of the superficial appearance or pretense of 

justice. There is such a compulsion for the appearance of equilibrium rather 

than having to do the difficult work and endure the imbalances of conflict to 

arrive at authentic equilibrium that one might be willfully blind and 

ignorantly non-confrontational. Thus, the blindfold in the imagery takes on a 

negative connotation. 
 

The Thoth equivalent is Key 8: Adjustment, suggesting the need to adapt, 

accommodate, regulate, and change in such a way as to rectify or restore. The 

Chancellor is also the “law and order” card, and thus can indicate the need to 

streamline and process information, experiences, or insights in a more 

systematic way. 
 

Imagery of the twin pillars and whirlpool signifying gateways and thus facing 

a threshold moment is to express the power of choice. You are at a point where 

you need to be the one who decides what step to take next. The outcome is in 

your hands. While Key 10: Wheel of Life suggested that the moment to decide 

has already passed and now the sentiment of fate is guiding your path, here in 

Key 11: The Chancellor, you are at that moment of deciding, and that choice 

at its core can be expressed as having to decide what is right and moral?  
 

Crowley changed the old title “Justice” to “Adjustment” because he wanted 

to convey that this Key is about the Laws of Nature, beyond just the Laws of 

Man. This Key is an expression of Ma’at or Themis, rather than Diki. You’ll 
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see that the Thoth equivalent of this Key features Ma’at with the uraeus 

serpent (the uraeus was discussed earlier under Key 10: Wheel of Life).  
 

However, Waite disagreed. He saw Key 2: The High Priestess, a 

numerological sibling of Key 11, as moral justice dispensed by humanity, 

while Key 2 was indicative of spiritual justice. This further explains, in part, 

moving the tarot Justice card to Key 11 rather than keeping it at Key 8. 
 

There are two ways to interpret The Chancellor’s blindfolds. If in the Angel 

of Justice you see Themis, then the blindfolds symbolize indiscriminate 

effects of karma. There are no chosen ones, no one born with innate gifts or 

specialties. There are no born saviors or those who by virtue of identity are 

granted privilege. The fallout of karma, which is the result of your own 

actions, is indiscriminate.  
 

But if in the Angel you see Diki, where human-constructed systems of justice 

are in play, then the blindfolds are a reminder that we must be deliberate in 

order to be impartial. If we do not wear blindfolds, we run the risk of bias 

toward self-interest. Key 11 is appearing to you as a reminder to exercise 

discernment without your ego or self-interest influencing your decision.  
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I prefer the numbering system that assigns Justice (The Chancellor) to Key 

11, so it follows the Wheel of Fortune (Wheel of Life) as Key 10. This is Lady 

Luck and Lady Justice. Luck is the aftermath of choice; it’s your karma. 

Justice, which I interpret as a systemic justice we humans implement, is the 

present moment of choice, and choosing whether to override karma. 

 

Vengeance and punishment are methods of overriding karma—you’re 

choosing to rectify what you perceive to be a wrong, rather than putting it in 

the hands of karma (the Wheel of Life). Clemency, mercy, and forgiveness 

are also forms of overriding karma—you modify another’s karma and even 

soul contract when you extend mercy or when you have sincerely forgiven.  

 

I renamed this card to The Chancellor, a title of authority we give to one who 

vindicates others through reward or through punishment, which is done by 

exercising impartiality and reason. To me, the sword here is also symbolic of 

speech, or words. There is an element of you writing matters into reality. 

 

In the Three Septenaries, the parallel equivalent in the First Septenary was 

Key 4: The Emperor, thus expressing the sovereignty and dominion you wield 

here embodied by the The Chancellor. Key 11’s Third Septenary parallel 

equivalent is Key 18: The Necromancer (the tarot Moon card).  
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From the Hammurabi Stele (c. 1780 BC, Babylonian) 

 
TRANSLATION OF COLUMN 1: When the lofty Anu, king of the Anunnaki, and 

Bel, Lord of Heaven and Earth, he who determines the destiny of the land, 

committed the rule of all mankind to Marduk, the chief son of Ea; when they 

made him great among the Igigi; when they pronounced the lofty name of 

Babylon; when they made it famous among the quarters of the world and in 

its midst established an everlasting kingdom whose foundations were firm as 

heaven and earth—at that time, Anu and Bel called me, Hammurabi, the 

exalted prince, the worshipper of the gods, to cause justice to prevail in the 

land, to destroy the wicked and the evil, to prevent the strong from oppressing 

the weak, to go forth like the Sun over the Black Head Race, to enlighten the 

land and to further the welfare of the people. [Harper, 1904] 
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