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Archangel Commander: Storms and Battles 
 

“Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17. 

 

 
 

Card Description: 

 

A 14th century Templar wields the sword of the Spirit pictured on the Ace of 

Swords. Sheathed by his side is a second sword, the one featured throughout 

the pips. To the left of the yellow magic square is the helmet of salvation. 

Behind it is the shield of Faith (which was also pictured on the Ace) and a 

glimpse of the Ark of the Covenant (from Key 4: The Emperor). 

 



EMPYREAN COURT 

 

Here is the setting of this Templar’s story: Philip the Fourth is King of France. 

His wife is Queen Joan I of Navarre. In old Marseilles decks, Queen Joan is 

pictured on The Empress, King Philip IV on the Emperor card, and Pope 

Clement V on The Hierophant. 

 

In the 14th century, prior to the bubonic plague, the Inquisition was gaining 

in momentum. When Queen Joan died in 1305, Guichard, the Bishop of 

Troyes was arrested and charged with the crime of using maleficia, or sorcery, 

to murder the queen. The case against Guichard marks one of the earliest 

records of prosecuting a politically powerful head for maleficia, sorcery, and 

Satanic craft. The bishop was accused of using witchcraft, the “science of the 

Devil,” and the “practices of Satan” to amass wealth and prestige. Even his 

mother was dragged in to the facts of the case: she was accused of having 

been infertile and to conceive her son Guichard, summoned an incubus to 

impregnate her. 

 

The kingdom-wide arrest and torture of Templars began at sunrise on October 

13, 1307, a Friday (thus, Friday the Thirteenth). Friday is the Day of Venus 

and sunrise on that day would have been the Hour of Venus. Another name 

for Venus the Morning Star is Lucifer the Morning Star. October 13, 1307 

was a full moon lunar eclipse. 

 

A month later on November 22, 1307, Pope Clement V issued the Pastoralis 

praeeminentiae, the papal bull supporting Philip’s campaign against the 

Templars. The bull ordered that all Christian monarchs arrest every last 

Templar in their kingdom. Severe forms of torture and forced confessions 

were sanctioned against the Templars.  

 

Charges of heresy, idolatry, and sodomy were brought against the knights 

throughout the West and all the way East into Crusader lands. A notable 

charge brought against the Templars was the unholy worship of a demonic-

like deity, Baphomet. There would be a revival of references to Baphomet by 

19th century occultists, mystics, and ceremonial magicians.  

 

According to Levi, a sculptured coffer was disinterred from the ruins of an 

old Templar Commandery, and a Baphometic figure was unearthed, bearing 

resemblance to a ram or goat god that was androgynous, bearded, but with a 

female body, holding the sun in one hand and the moon in the other, attached 

to chains. Further discussion of Baphomet took place earlier in this text for 

Key 15: The Demon.  

 

At the Council of Vienne in the spring of 1312, Pope Clement announced an 

official abolition of the Order of the Knights Templar, disbanding the 



ARCHANGEL COMMANDER: KING OF SWORDS 

 

organization, writing: “With a sad heart, we suppress, with the approval of 

the sacred council, the Order of the Templars, and its rule, habit, and name, 

by an inviolable and perpetual decree.”  

 

In March of 1314, the Grand Master of the Knights Templar, Jacques de 

Molay, was burned to death on a pyre along with key leaders in the order.  

 

It has become an urban legend that Jacques de Molay cursed both Pope 

Clement V and King Philip IV by announcing as his last words that, “The 

King and his heirs and all who have served injustice upon us shall feel the 

judgment and wrath of our Great God, the One True God.” Other rumors 

claim that the Temple Master said, “Within a year and a day, King and Pope 

will die. Let evil swiftly befall those who have wrongly condemned us. God 

will avenge us.” 

 

On April 20, 1314, Pope Clement V was found dead. Sources document that 

on a night while his body was housed inside a church, lightning struck the 

church, igniting it on fire. After the fire was extinguished, the pope’s body 

was found completely destroyed by the flames. 

 

On November 29, 1314, King Philip IV went on a stag hunt in the Forest of 

Halatte, an area known to be the residence of witches, where some sources 

claim he was attacked by a boar while others say he suffered from a stroke, 

or cerebral ictus.  

 

Four hundred years after the death of Jacques de Molay and the disbanding of 

the Knights Templar, the Freemasons arose with a mythos about their Order, 

claiming lineage from the Templars. Continuing the Templar tradition, the 

Freemasons were builders of Solomon’s Temple. The Halliwell Manuscript, 

or Regius Poem, dated between 1390 and 1425, is said to document this 

lineage. Centuries after the disbanding of the Order of Solomon’s Temple, 

secret societies, mystical orders, and fraternal organizations would continue 

to keep the legacy of the Templars alive.  

 

Card Meaning: 

 

Where the Archangel Commander rules, he brings authority and military 

might. This is a performance of indomitable strength, a grand demonstration 

of courage and fearlessness. Forces associated with this Archangel are that of 

military intelligence, the institution of law, and government.  

 

Per Waite’s Pictorial Key, “He [the King of Swords] recalls, of course, the 

conventional symbol of Justice in the Trumps Major [Key 11: The 
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Chancellor], and he may represent this virtue, but he is rather the power of 

life and death, in virtue of his office.” 

 

This is a reference to Proverbs 18:21, “The tongue has the power of life and 

death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” You are someone whose words 

can either speak life, or speak death, meaning you can amplify someone’s 

greatness, or you can truly tear them down and disrupt another’s life. And this 

is a power you wield in the course of your professional work.  

 

Expanding on Waite’s view of the King of Swords and telling the story of that 

persona through the Templar, one who is closely attuned to the Archangel 

Commander card in this deck possesses a formidable power of hexing and 

cursing. More precisely, you wield the power of command over unseen 

natural forces.  

 

When the Archangel Commander is the guardian spirit that oversees you, it’s 

because you possess the power of the Advocate. You are a highly skilled and 

admirable rhetorician. 

 

When this card appears in divination, you are a master of your circumstances.  

 

The sword is symbolic of your words, your gift of rhetoric, logic, reason, and 

strategy, and you are able to use these gifts to move others toward your will. 

The upright sword in hand represents the power you wield, and the sheathed 

sword by your waist represents even more untapped power potential you 

possess.  

 

The shield endows you with the power to deflect and ward all that tries to 

harm you.  

 

The helmet protects your crown, keeping your mind untainted. According to 

myth, the Ark of the Covenant houses the Ten Commandments, so here, 

they’re a reference to law and order.  

 

You’ve also reached a point in your life path where now is the time to ask 

questions of meaning—what are you fighting for? Is where you’re standing 

right now going to be on the right side of history?  

 


	Archangel Commander: Storms and Battles

