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Kuan Yin, The One Who Hears You 
 

Kuan Yin (Korean: Gwan-Eum; Japanese: Kannon; Vietnamese: Quan-Am) is the East Asian manifestation of 
the Buddhist bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara. A bodhisattva is one who was once human, cultivating a path to 

enlightenment, but who has willfully chosen not to ascend to Buddhahood. Instead, the bodhisattva stays 

behind on the earthly plane as a divinity who helps alleviate human suffering. Kuan Yin’s vow is that she would 

be the last to ascend to Buddhahood—only after every last human soul has attained enlightenment would she 

ascend.  Avalokiteshvara was born male, but chose to transition into a female divine form as Kuan Yin. She 
associates herself closest to those who have been most marginalized and neglected. Kuan Yin is the 

personification of unconditional agape love and charity. She dispenses her aid based on the sincerity of your 
need, not based on merit or religious faith.    
 

Upon her crown sits one emanation of the Amithaba Buddha, who was Kuan Yin’s spiritual teacher and who 

showed her the path to enlightenment. The dew she pours from her vases wash away pain and suffering. The 
dharma wheel (dharma chakra), or Wheel of the Law, is a representation of the Eightfold Path: may gazing 

upon Kuan Yin illuminate the way of enlightened consciousness, mindfulness toward all that you experience, 

maintaining efforts toward non-harm, making your living in a way that is honest, refraining from hurtful 
speech, keeping your intentions beneficent, and never ceasing your personal mission to cultivate greater 

spiritual wisdom.  
 

The background features the full text of the Great Compassion Mantra (大悲咒, Da Bei Zhou). Per Buddhist 

mythology, during a gathering of the celestials, Kuan Yin rose and requested permission to recite words to be 

transmitted to the people, so that the people could always commune and call to her through those utterances 

and be protected from karmic suffering. The deities permitted it and Kuan Yin proceeded to recite the syllables 
of the Great Compassion Mantra dharani. Anyone who recites the dharani with sincerity will be able to seek 

refuge from any danger, harm, pain, or suffering. The dharani is also believed to be a gift endowed to the people, 
by Kuan Yin, as a key or access to spiritual awakening. Recitations and reproductions of the Mantra will purify, 

protect, and heal. 
 

As talismanic art, this print blesses the home with the presence of Kuan Yin, to alleviate your suffering when 
you need mercy and compassion the most. May she be the unconditionally loving, protective, nurturing Mother 

who is here for you, who understands your pain when no one else does. Kuan Yin is here to listen, to understand, 
to surround you with Love.  


