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The Mysterious Lady of the Ninth Heaven (九天玄女, Jiu Tian Xuan Nu) is an elusive figure and even in 

Taoist mythology, not much is known about her. Is she a goddess? A bodhisattva? A spirit attendant or 

guardian? The way she is described and the abilities she possesses convey a figure more akin to the Western 
conception of an archangel. Even her name is not her name—we call her the Mysterious Lady of the Ninth 

Heaven (or alternatively, Nine Heavens) because we are not sure of her name.  

 
What we do know is she was a protégé of the Empress Mother of the West (Xi Wang Mu) and most favored 

in the heavenly courts. Scriptures have also connected her to Kuan Yin, describing the Lady of the Ninth 
Heaven as deeply reverent of the bodhisattva and abiding by the teachings of Kuan Yin.  

 

She first descended from the nine heavens to earth when the Yellow Emperor was at his lowest point, on the 
brink of losing his nation. She taught him the art of war and the art of magic.  The two symbols associated 

with her are the jian, the bronze sword, which represents her martial arts knowledge, and the gourd of 
healing magic, which represents her occult knowledge. The animal spirit associated with her is the 

kingfisher bird. The bottom left corner features her Seal. 

 
Mystery traditions and martial arts lineages across Asia, most notably in southeast Asia, venerate the Lady 

of the Ninth Heaven. She is a strict but attentive and loving teacher. In this illustration, the right foreground 
features a cloaked figure. The fighting staff is in ready stance and the magical seal the warrior has conjured 

indicates one who is a student of the martial arts and of the occult.  The fighting staff is decorated with 

intertwined dragons.  The five characters on the Lady of the Ninth Heaven’s bronze sword are the five 
elements, from tip to base: Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, and Water.  The magical seal that the warrior has 

conjured is the Seal for Raising an Army, from the 64 Seals of Change, connected to Hexagram 7 from the I 
Ching. This is the seal that empowers you with discipline, to live and act with greater purpose, and to wield 

the collective, unified power of an army.  

 

As talismanic art, this art print shall expedite your learning and cultivation of discipline, tenacity, and 

occult knowledge. The art evokes the presence of the Lady of the Ninth Heaven so that she may be one of 
your spiritual teachers. Invoking her brings you strength, fearlessness, and amplifies your powers, in the way 

the cloaked warrior’s fighting staff has magnified, symbolizing attained supernatural capabilities. As a sigil, 

this image helps to amplify physical, mental, and spiritual strength. 


