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As talismanic art, where this print is placed, ceremonial magic shall thrive. Persepolis (Old Persian: Parsa) 
was a ceremonial capital of Persia’s Achaemenid Empire, around 500 BC, a remote and hard-to-reach site 

nestled in the mountains. 
 

This illustration is a study of Persepolitan architecture and represents a reception hall where the great magi 

are congregating. The reimagining of this space is loosely inspired by the Gate of All Nations to represent a 
space where a diversity of magical traditions can come together and achieve solidarity, each practice 

amplified by the support of the others.  
 

The three magi wielding scepters that form a geometric pyramid conjure and hold power for you, the magus, 

to draw from in your own workings. The points of the three scepters feature colors representing the Tria 
Prima. In the background, a watcher priest stands at a distance, so that you always have free range over your 

own magic, but is also close enough to stand guard and ensure your safety. He wields a magical staff that 
empowers him to send you signs and omens to protect you along your magical path. The enchantress in the 

front, with a bird of prey perched upon her right hand, is assertive, active magical power. Her image flows 

off the edges of the composition to signify her connection to your world.  

 

The composition is also a metaphor for the magus’s inner temple, symbolizing mastery of the three essential 
methods of magic: working of the trinity, a figure for the cone of power that charges intentions and spell-

crafting; protection magic; and assertive, transmutational magic. Utilizing the design of Persepolitan 
columns, these columns feature opposite-facing white bulls, an animal held as sacred since prehistoric 

times, believed to possess a life force imbued by the gods with magical power. This is the Mesopotamian Bull 

of Heaven, with the depiction reminding the magus that “one is the two, and two is the one.”  
 

You’ll count a total of 15 columns here, representing the magic number from the 3 x 3 magic square, a 
foundational principle found universally in various traditions of magic and mystery schools. 

 

Archaeological records have found prominent depictions of Medes, celebrating Median traditions. Medes 
is named after Medea, granddaughter of the sun god Helios and priestess of Hekate, connecting this work, 

“The Magi of Persepolis,” to another in the Primum Collection, “Hail Medea, Protector of Witches.” 


