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Anubis (or Anpu) is a jackal-headed god of the underworld and of the embalming process, symbolic of the 

initiatory passage between life and death. Anubis was the god of the dead before he passed that title to his 
father (or adoptive father) Osiris. Anubis was known as the Counter of Hearts, Master of Secrets, Prince of the 

Court of Justice, and Chief of the Necropolis. In one telling of the myth, Anubis was abandoned as a child by 
his father Set and mother Nephthys, goddess of funerary rites, of mourning, and the darkness of night (mother 

to Nephthys was Nut). The infant Anubis was adopted by Isis, and so Anubis is fiercely loyal to Isis, often 

battling Set on behalf of the Mother Goddess.  In another telling, Anubis is Osiris’s illegitimate son.  
 

 

The panel behind Anubis, along the bottom of the 

composition, is not my own art; it’s a common illustration 
found in the tombs of royalty and high priests, featuring 

Horus, with the falcon’s head, holding the crook (heka) 

and flail (nekhakha). The crook is a symbol of 
sovereignty while the flail is a symbol of prosperity.   
 

To his front and back are depictions of Apis (or Hep). 
Here, Apis is represented as Apis-Atum, noted by the 

sun disk between his horns. Although the depiction 

here might also signify Hathor, mother of Apis, the skin 
coloring in the painting would suggest the depiction to 

be a male divinity, hence more likely Apis. 

 

In this depiction of Anubis as the Great Protector, he wields the crook and flail in the way Horus does to show 

their brotherhood. Here, the crook symbolizes Anubis’s authority to be your Great Protector and the flail 

symbolizes his powers to safeguard your prosperity. Inscribed in the skies and behind him are passages from the 
Egyptian Book of the Dead, as copied from the tomb of a high priest.  The two panels adjacent to the balancing 

scales read as follows: The god Anubis, son of Set and Nephthys, jackal-god who embalms the dead and guides 

the souls of the blessed to the Other World, the Opener of Roads. 
 

Placed by an ancestor altar, Anubis protects the souls of the dead. Here he guards the Scales of Truth that hold 

Maat’s feather (an icon of Maat appears on the beam, facing the side of the balancing scales with her feather). 
The scarab and necromancer’s moon, along with the visionary landscape of the underworld conjures a bridge 

between worlds. Here, Anubis amplifies the powers of mediumship. 


