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“Sapere Aude,” meaning “dare to know,” was a motto attributed to the Renaissance and Age of Reason, 
preceding the Scientific Revolution. Pictured here is Maria Prophetissima, also known as Mary the Jewess, 

one of the earliest records of a female alchemist and scientist. She has been credited as the mother of western 
alchemy. Maria Prophetissima taught in Alexandria some time between 1 and 300 AD. Her doctrines were 

heavily influential on later Hermetic thought. 

 
The red mercury glyph symbolizes the alchemical stage rubedo, for the alchemist’s Red Work. This is the 

manifestation stage of your magnum opus. To achieve the Red Work and reach the rubedo stage, there must 
be a union or reconciliation of polarities, a principle Maria oft emphasized—“Join the male and the female, 

and you shall find that which is sought.” How? First, solve et coagula, or “dissolve and concentrate.” Then, 

mutatis mutandis, to “have made the necessary adjustments.” The alchemical Axiom of Maria is named after 
her: “One becomes two. Two becomes three. Out of the three comes the one as the fourth.” Knowledge of  the 

philosopher’s stone is attained by following the formula of that Axiom. 
 

The background text is the first two chapters of Revelation (Apokalypsis) from the Latin Vulgate.  In 

essence, the text declares the revelations of a messianic figure, and that all who is in the presence of these 

words shall be blessed. The text prophesies that a great event is about to happen. The second chapter begins 

the letters addressed to the seven churches in Asia: do not forsake your faith; stay grounded and true to that 
faith, especially through times when worldly suffering is the most intense; stay committed to your practices 

of faith; and keep yourself tethered to the Light of Knowledge, not to false prophets who claim they can 
show you the way—your sincerity and practice of your faith is all that you need to find your way. 

 

According to Eliphas Levi, there are three sacred books. The central or Fixed one of the three is the Book of 
Revelation, consisting of 22 chapters (the first, Cardinal, is the Book of Ezekiel, about the prophet Ezekiel’s 

22-year exile in Babylon, and the third Mutable book is the one Levi withholds from naming, with 
posthumous speculations that the third is the Key of Solomon, 22 Major Keys of the Tarot, or an implied self-

reference to his own text Transcendental Magic, consisting of 22 chapters). 

 
As talismanic art, where this print is placed, scholarship and learning shall thrive. 


