
EXPLAINING THE WHEEL OF THE YEAR 
 

(Equinoxes and Solstices in Western Astrology) 

 

 
 

The wheel you see there is the Tropical Wheel in Western astrology marking the 12 

sectors (imaginary lines we've made up) that the sun travels through in a calendar year. In 

the northern hemisphere, the sun's path as we observe it from earth (geocentric model) 

moves into Aries, a Fire sign, around the time of the spring equinox, or March.  

  

On the spring equinox, we say that the sun rises "due east" and sets "due west." 

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE NOTE: While the Point (Pt.) of Aries is the spring equinox 

in the northern hemisphere, it marks the autumnal equinox in the southern hemisphere. 

Your autumn equinox corresponds with Aries, Fire. 

  

Then continues into Taurus, Gemini, and at the start of the period we designate for 

Cancer, a Water sign, the sun will be in Cancer and we'll enter the summer solstice in the 

northern hemisphere. At this time, the sun is directly above the Tropic of Cancer on 

Earth, or the 23.5 degree North latitude (couldn't figure out how to do the degree symbol 

on my computer keyboard). SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE: You're in the winter solstice. 

Your Pt. of Cancer corresponds with the winter solstice, Water.  

  



The tilt of the Earth's axis and, as a result, what parts are exposed to the Sun and what 

parts are away from the Sun are the reason we have seasons. =)  

  

It continues on into Leo, Virgo, and when it's the autumn equinox, the sun enters Libra, 

an Air sign. During the solstices, the earth is tilted. During the equinoxes ("equi" = 

equal), no tilt, so that's why we get equal amounts of day and night. SOUTHERN 

HEMISPHERE: When the sun is at the Pt. of Libra, you're in the spring equinox. Your 

spring equinox corresponds with Libra, Air. 

  

On it goes into Scorpio, Sagittarius, and when it enters Capricorn, an Earth sign, that's 

our winter solstice. This is marked by the sun being directly overhead the Tropic of 

Capricorn, 23.5 degree South. SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE: The Tropic of Capricorn or 

Pt. of Capricorn marks your summer solstice, element Earth. 

  

Hence, Wheel of the Year, aka Path of the Sun. 
 

Elemental – Directional Correspondences, Per Agrippa (1533) 
Based on the Path of the Sun, or Wheel of the Year 

 

Compass 

Direction 
Element Ritual Tool Earth’s Tilt 

Northern 

Hemisphere 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

East Fire Wand Pt. of Aries Spring Equinox Autumn Equinox 

North Water Chalice Tropic of Cancer 

(23.5° N) 

Summer Solstice Winter Solstice 

West Air Dagger Pt. of Libra Autumn Equinox Spring Equinox 

South Earth Pentacle Tropic of 

Capricorn 

(23.5° S) 

Winter Solstice Summer Solstice 
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