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THE SIGN OF EXCOMMUNICATION 
 
Sacerdotal Esotericism making the sign of Excommunication. A sacerdotal hand making the sign of 
esotericism and projecting the figure of the demon in its shadow. Above are the Ace of Deniers, as 
found in the Chinese Tarot [Levi is referring to the I Ching], and two superposed triangles, one white 
and one black. It is a new allegory explaining the same mysteries; it is the origin of good and evil; it is 
the creation of the demon by mystery. 
 

THE CANDIDATE 
Chapter 1 from Transcendental Magic: 

ITS DOCTRINE 
Part I 

 

By Eliphas Levi 

A Translation of 
Dogme Et Rituel De La Haute Magie 

By Arthur Edward Waite 
 

FIRST PUBLISHED IN LONDON 
BY GEORGE REDWAY  1896 

 

With annotations and notes by Benebell Wen 
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Who can be a candidate for initiation into the sacred mysteries? 

“To attain the Sanctum Regnum, in other words, the 

knowledge and power of the Magi, there are four indispensable 

conditions—an intelligence illuminated by study, an intrepidity 

which nothing can check, a will which cannot be broken, and a 

prudence which nothing can corrupt and nothing intoxicate. To 

know, to dare, to will, to keep silence—such are the four words 

of the Magus.” 

DISCIPLINA  EIN SOF  KETER 

I. The Candidate 
 
WHEN a philosopher adopted as the basis for a new 
apocalypse of human wisdom the axiom: "I think, therefore I 
am," in a measure he unconsciously altered, from the 
standpoint of Christian revelation, the old conception of the 
Supreme Being.  
 
I am that I am, said the Being of beings of Moses. I am he 
who thinks, says the man of Descartes, and to think being to 
speak inwardly, this man may affirm like the God of St. John 
the Evangelist: I am he in whom and by whom the word 
manifests, In principio erat verbum.  
 
Now, what is a principle? It is a groundwork of speech, it is a 
reason for the existence of the Word.  
 
The essence of the Word is in the Principle; the Principle is 
that which is; intelligence is a Principle which speaks.  
 
What, further, is intellectual light? It is speech.  
 
What is revelation? It is also speech; being is the Principle, 
speech is the means, and the plenitude or development and 
perfection of being is the end.  
 

Cogito, ergo sum 
“I think, therefore I am.” 
Credited to French 
philosopher René Descartes 
(1596 – 1650) 
 

Levi frames this realization as a 
moment of apocalypse in human 
wisdom, a breakthrough in Reason 

 
 
Compare:  
Eheieh Asher Eheieh 
(Exodus 3:14) 
“I am who I am” or 
“I am what I am” or  
“I create what I create” or 
“I will be what I will be.” 
 
In principio erat verbum 
“In the beginning was the 
Word” (and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was 
God), John 1:1 



3 

To speak is to create.  
 
But to say: "I think, therefore I exist," is to argue from 
consequence to principle, and certain contradictions which 
have been adduced by a great writer, Lamennais, have 
abundantly proved the philosophical imperfection of this 
method.  
 
I am, therefore something exists would appear to us a more 
primitive and simple foundation for experimental philosophy, 
I AM, THEREFORE BEING EXISTS.  
 
Ego sum qui sum such is the first revelation of God in man 
and of man in the world, while it is also the first axiom of 
occult philosophy.  
 

 
 
Jean-Marie de Lamennais 
(1780 – 1860), a Catholic-Celtic 
priest from Brittany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ego sum qui sum: 
I am who I am 
 

Compare: The First Principle, or 
logos, a universal divine reason, 
immanent and transcendent 

Being is being. Hence this philosophy, having that which is for 
its principle, is in no sense hypothesis or guesswork.  
 

 

Mercurius Trismegistus begins his admirable symbol, known 
under the name of the Emerald Tablet, by this threefold 
affirmation: It is true, It is certain without error, It is of all 
truth.  
 
Thus, in physics, the true confirmed by experience; in 
philosophy, certitude purged from any alloy of error; in the 
domain of religion or the infinite, absolute truth indicated by 
analogy; such are the first necessities of true science, and 
magic only can impart these to its adepts.  
 

Isaac Newton’s translation of 
the Emerald Tablet  
(Trans. 1680): 
“Tis true without error, 
certain and most true.” 
 
  

But you, before all things, who are you, thus taking this work 
in your hands and proposing to read it?  
 
On the pediment of a temple consecrated by antiquity to the 
God of Light was an inscription of two words: "Know 
thyself."  
 
I impress the same counsel on every man when he seeks to 
approach science. Magic, which the men of old denominated 
the sanctum regnum, the holy kingdom, or kingdom of God, 
reynum Dei, exists only for kings and for priests. Are you 
priests ? Are you kings ? The priesthood of magic is not a 
vulgar priesthood, and its royalty enters not into competition 
with the princes of this world. The monarchs of science are 

To be a Candidate, the very 
first requisite is to “know 
thyself.” Before you fully 
understand who you are, your 
nature both light and dark, 
and embrace that dualistic 
nature of yours, embrace the 
four corners of your mind 
(fire, water, air, and earth), 
you cannot be initiated into 
the world of occult 
knowledge, of magic, or of 
the Sanctum Regnum.  
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the priests of truth, and their sovereignty is hidden from the 
multitude like their prayers and sacrifices. The kings of 
science are men who know the truth and the truth has made 
free, according to the specific promise given by the most 
mighty of the initiators.  
 
The man who is enslaved by his passions or worldly 
prejudices can in no wise be initiated; he must alter or he will 
never attain; hence he cannot be an adept, for the word 
signifies a person who has attained by will and by work.  
 
The man who loves his own opinions and fears to part with 
them, who suspects new truths, who is unprepared to doubt 
everything rather than admit anything on chance, should 
close this book; for him it is useless and dangerous; he will fail 
to understand it, and it will trouble him, while if he should 
divine its meaning, it will be a still greater source of 
disquietude.  
 

First, ask yourself: Are you 
disciplined? Can you reject 
temptation? Can you discern 
in a way that isn’t prejudiced? 
 
 
Second, are you so attached 
to any of your current views 
that nothing you experience 
or learn in the course of this 
Work could possibly change 
your mind? If you are such a 
person, close this book now. 

If you hold by anything in the world more than by reason, 
truth, and justice; if your will be uncertain and vacillating, 
either in good or evil; if logic alarm you, or the naked truth 
make you blush; if you are hurt when accepted errors are 
assailed; condemn this work straight away; do not read it; let 
it cease to exist for you; but at the same time do not cry it 
down as dangerous.  
 
The secrets which it records will be understood by an elect 
few, and will be held back by those who understand them. 
Shew light to the birds of the night-time, and you hide their 
light; it is the light which blinds them, and for them is more 
dark than the darkness. I shall therefore speak clearly and 
make known everything, with the firm conviction that 
initiates alone, or those who deserve initiation, will read all 
and understand in part.  
 

Third, in your quest to Know 
and to Experience, nothing 
can be above the importance 
of Reason, Truth, and Justice. 
 
 
“The spiritual essence of Love 
is Truth without Lies, the most 
sure of all things certain, the 
Secret of all Secrets. It is the 
Last and the Highest Thing to 
be sought under the Heavens, a 
wonderous closing and finish of 
Philosophical work, by which 
are discovered the dews of 
Heaven.” – Nigidius Figulus (98 
– 45 BC), Pythagorean mage 
 

There is a true and a false science, a divine magic and an 
infernal magic in other words, one which is delusive and 
darksome; it is our task to reveal the one and to unveil the 
other, to distinguish the magician from the sorcerer, and the 
adept from the charlatan.  
 
The magician avails himself of a force which he knows, the 
sorcerer seeks to abuse a force which he does not 

Levi insists there are two 
types of magic: a divine 
magic, which is a true science, 
and an infernal magic, which 
is a false science. You must 
know how to discern 
between the two. 
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understand. If it be possible in a scientific work to employ a 
term so vulgar and so discredited, then the devil gives himself 
to the magician and the sorcerer gives himself to the devil. 
The magician is the sovereign pontiff of nature, the sorcerer 
is her profaner only. The sorcerer bears the same relation to 
the magician that a superstitious and fanatical person bears 
to a truly religious man.  
 
Before advancing further let us tersely define magic.  
 

Divine magic is to be in service 
of The Force. Infernal magic is 
the ambition to abuse The 
Force. 
 
Levi makes a distinction 
between the magician (or 
magus) and the sorcerer. A 
magus controls the devil. The 
devil controls the sorcerer. 
 

Magic is the traditional science of the secrets of nature 
which has been transmitted to us from the magi.  
 
By means of this science the adept becomes invested with a 
species of relative omnipotence and can operate super-
humanly, that is, after a manner which transcends the 
normal possibility of men.  
 
Thereby many celebrated hierophants, such as Mercurius 
Trismegistus, Osiris, Orpheus, Apollonius of Tyana, and others 
whom it might be dangerous or unwise to name, came after 
their death to be adored and invoked as gods.  
 
Thereby others also, according to that ebb-and-flow of 
opinion which is responsible for the caprices of success, 
became emissaries of infernus or suspected adventurers, like 
the emperor Julian, Apuleius, the enchanter Merlin, and that 
arch-sorcerer, as he was termed in his day, the illustrious and 
unfortunate Cornelius Agrippa.  
 

In Occult Philosophy, Agrippa 
likens magic to theological 
philosophy, which brings us 
answers to these questions: 
 

 What is God, What is the Mind 
 What is Intelligence 
 What is an Angel 
 What are the Rites and 
Mysteries for Invoking Angels 
 What is a Demon 
 What are the Rites and 
Mysteries for Summoning 
Demons 
 What is the Secret of Miracles 
 What is the Secret Operation of 
the Seals (i.e., Sigil Magic) 
 
 

See below for quick 
references on the figures Levi 
names here. 

 

 
Mercurius Trismegistus: Purported author of the 
Hermetic Corpus, the basis of Hermeticism 
 
Osiris: Egyptian god associated with the afterlife and 
resurrection 
 
Orpheus: Greek poet, musician; namesake for the 
Orphic Hymns, religions poems used in the rites of 
mystery traditions and in purification rituals 
 
Apollonius of Tyana (15-100 AD): Neopythagorean 
philosopher believed to perform miracles; journeyed 
to India 

Emperor Julian II (331-363 AD): Pagan; rejected 
Christianity in favor of Neoplatonic Hellenism 
 
Apuleius (124-170 AD): Initiate in several mystery 
traditions; authored The Golden Ass about a 
protagonist who experiments with magic 
 
Merlin: Powerful wizard from Arthurian legend  
 
Cornelius Agrippa (1486-1535): Germany polymath 
and occultist; rumors circulated after his death that 
he had been summoning demons; purportedly had a 
black dog as his familiar 
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To attain the sanctum regnum, in other words, the 
knowledge and power of the magi, there are four 
indispensable conditions:  
 
An intelligence illuminated by study,  
An intrepidity which nothing can check,  
A will which nothing can break, and  
A discretion which nothing can corrupt and nothing 
intoxicate.  
 
To KNOW, TO DARE, TO WILL, TO KEEP SILENCE: such are 
the four words of the magus, inscribed upon the four 
symbolical forms of the sphinx.  
 

    
 
Knowledge of magic is entrance into 
the Holy Kingdom after following 
the Four Rivers (the Four Directives) 
 
God = Great Secret → Contained 
within the Four Letters YHVH, but 
also: TORA, TARO, THOT, and AZOT 

These four words can be combined after four manners, and 
explained four times by one another. 
 

4 x 4 = 16 
1 + 6 = 7 (Divine Septenary) 

On the first page of the Book of Hermes the adept is depicted 
with a large hat, which, if turned down, would conceal his 
entire head. One hand is extended towards heaven, which he 
seems to command with his rod, while the other is placed 
upon his breast; before him are the chief symbols or 
instruments of science, and he has others hidden in a 
juggler's wallet. His body and arms form the letter Aleph, the 
first of the alphabet which the Jews borrowed from the 
Egyptians; to this symbol we shall have occasion to recur 
later on.  
 
The magus is truly what the Hebrew Kabbalists call the 
Microprosopus, that is, the creator of the little world.  
 
The first of all magical sciences being the knowledge of 
one's self, so is one's own creation first of all works of 
science; it contains the others, and is the principle of the 
Great Work. 
 

 
Hermes Trismesgistus 

(Inspiring Key 1 in tarot) 
 
 
 
Microprosopus: The Magus, and 
one revealed aspect of Divinity. 
This is Chesad, Gevurah, Tiferet, 
Netzach, Hod, and Yesod on the 
Tree of Life. 

The term, however, requires explanation.  
 
Supreme reason being the sole invariable and consequently 
imperishable principle what we term death being change 
hence the intelligence which cleaves closely to this principle 
and, in a manner, identifies itself therewith, does hereby 
make itself unchangeable, and, as a result, immortal.  

Macroprosopus: Emanation of 
Divinity in totality; this is Keter 
on the Tree of Life 
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To cleave invariably to reason, it will be understood that it is 
necessary to attain independence of all those forces which by 
their fatal and inevitable movement produce the alternatives 
of life and death.  
 
To know how to suffer, to forbear, and to die such are the 
first secrets which place us beyond reach of affliction, the 
desires of the flesh, and the fear of annihilation.  
 
The man who seeks and finds a glorious death has faith in 
immortality and universal humanity believes in it with him 
and for him, raising altars and statues to his memory in token 
of eternal life.  
 

“Man, in effect, creates for 
himself a God corresponding 
to his own intelligence and his 
own goodness; he cannot 
raise his ideal higher than his 
moral development permits 
him to do. The God whom he 
adores is always an 
enlargement of his own 
reflection.” 
 

 (Key to the Great Mysteries,  
Levi, Trans. Crowley) 

Man becomes king of the brutes only by subduing or taming 
them; otherwise he will be their victim or slave.  
 
Brutes are the type of our passions; they are the instinctive 
forces of nature.  
 
The world is a field of battle where liberty struggles with 
inertia by the opposition of active force.  
 
Physical laws are millstones; if you cannot be the miller you 
must be the grain.  
 
You are called to be king of the Air, Water, Earth, and Fire; 
but to reign over these four animals of symbolism, it is 
necessary to conquer and enchain them.  
 
He who aspires to be a sage and to know the great enigma of 
nature must be the heir and despoiler of the sphinx;  
 
his the human head in order to possess speech,  
his the eagle's wings in order to scale the heights,  
his the bull's flanks in order to furrow the depths,  
his the lion's talons to make a way on the right and the left, 
before and behind.  
 

 
 

Magi and scientists share the 
same mission: to develop 
technology that defies the 
physical laws. 

You, therefore, who seek initiation, are you learned as Faust? 
 
Are you insensible as Job?  
 
No, is it not so? But you may become equal to both if you will.  

The Candidate is not born. 
The Candidate is made. You 
have to choose to remake 
yourself in the image of the 
qualified Candidate. 
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Have you overcome the vortices of vague thoughts?  
 
Are you without indecision or capriciousness?  
 
Do you consent to leisure only when you will, and do you 
wish for it only when you should?  
 
No, is it not so? Not invariably at least, but it may become so 
if you choose.  
 
The sphinx has not only a man's head, it has woman's 
breasts; do you know how to resist feminine charms?  
 
No, is it not so?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
“The myth of Genesis is eternally 
true, and God permits the Tree 
of Knowledge to be approached 
only by those men who are 
sufficiently strong and self-
denying not to covet its fruits.” 

 

Chapter I, Preparations 
Ritual, Transcendental Magic 

And you laugh outright in replying, vaunting your moral 
weakness for the glorification of your physical and vital force. 
Be it so; I allow you to render this homage to the ass of 
Sterne or Apuleius. The ass has its merit, I agree; it was 
consecrated to Priapus as was the goat to the god of 
Mendes. But take it for what it is worth, and decide whether 
ass or man shall be master. He alone can possess truly the 
pleasure of love who has conquered the love of pleasure.  
 

Priapus: Greek god of 
masculinity, the phallus, 
fertility, and prosperity. When 
Priapus attempted to 
copulate with a sleeping 
goddess Hestia, a braying ass 
thwarted his plans. The god 
therefore had an enduring 
animosity toward asses.  

To be able and to forbear is to be twice able. Woman 
enchains you by your desires; master your desires and you 
will enchain her.  
 
The greatest injury that can be inflicted on a man is to call him 
a coward.  
 
Now, what is a cowardly person?  
 
One who neglects his moral dignity in order to obey blindly 
the instincts of nature.  
 

“Woman” is also used here as 
an analogy, a metaphor for 
knowledge. You will let 
knowledge enchain you 
through your desires. You 
need to master your desires 
first, so as not to let the 
attainment of knowledge 
enchain you to it. 
 
In your quest for occult 
knowledge, never neglect 
your moral dignity. 

As a fact, in the presence of danger it is natural to be afraid 
and seek flight; why, then, is it shameful?  
 
Because honour has erected it into a law that we must prefer 
our duty to our inclinations or fears.  
 
What is honour from this point of view?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 
It is universal presentience of immortality and appreciation of 
the means which can lead to it.  
 
The last trophy which man can win from death is to triumph 
over the appetite for life, not by despair, but by a more 
exalted hope, which is contained in faith, for all that is noble 
and honest, by the undivided consent of the world.  
 
To learn self-conquest is therefore to learn life, and the 
austerities of stoicism were no vain parade of freedom!  
 
To yield to the forces of nature is to follow the stream of 
collective life, and to be the slave of secondary causes.  
 
To resist and subdue nature is to make one's self a personal 
and imperishable life; it is to break free from the vicissitudes 
of life and death.  
 
Every man who is prepared to die rather than renounce truth 
and justice is most truly living, for immortality abides in his 
soul.  
 
To find or to form such men was the end of all ancient 
initiations. Pythagoras disciplined his pupils by silence and all 
kinds of self-denial; candidates in Egypt were tried by the 
four elements; and we know the self-inflicted austerities of 
fakirs and brahmans in India for attaining the kingdom of free 
will and divine independence.  
 

 
“Every intention which does 
not assert itself by deeds is a 
vain intention, and the speech 
which expresses it is idle 
speech. It is action which 
proves life and establishes will. 
Hence it is said in the sacred 
and symbolical books that men 
will be judged, not according to 
their thoughts and their ideas, 
but according to their works. 
We must do in order to be.” 

 

Chapter I 
Ritual, Transcendental Magic 

 
 
 

“The Magus must be 
impassible, sober and chaste, 
disinterested, impenetrable 
and inaccessible to any kind of 
prejudice or terror. He must be 
without bodily defects and 
proof against all contradictions 
and all difficulties. The first and 
most important of magical 
operations is the attainment of 
this rare pre-eminence.”  

 

Chapter I 
Ritual, Transcendental Magic 

All macerations of asceticism are borrowed from the 
initiations of ancient mysteries. 
 
They have ceased because those qualified for initiation, no 
longer finding initiators, and the leaders of conscience 
becoming in the lapse of time as uninstructed as the vulgar, 
the blind have grown weary of following the blind, and no 
one has cared to pass through ordeals the end of which was 
now only in doubt and despair; for the path of light was lost. 
To succeed in performing something we must know what it is 
proposed to do, or at least must have faith in someone who 
does know it. But shall I stake my life on a venture, or follow 
someone at chance who himself knows not where he is 
going?  

 
 

“As we are weaker or 
stronger in life, we attract or 
repel witchcraft. This occult 
power is only too real, but 
intelligence and virtue will 
always find the means to 
avoid its obsessions and its 
attacks.” 
 

 (Key to the Great Mysteries,  
Levi, Trans. Crowley) 
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We must not set out rashly along the path of the 
transcendent sciences, but, once started, we must reach the 
end or perish.  
 
To doubt is to become a fool; to pause is to fall; to recoil is to 
cast one's self into an abyss.  
 
You, therefore, who are undertaking the study of this book, if 
you persevere with it to the close and understand it, it will 
make you either a monarch or a madman.  
 
Do what you will with the volume, you will be unable to 
despise or to forget it.  
 
If you are pure, it will be your light; if strong, your arm; if holy, 
your religion; if wise, the rule of your wisdom.  
 
But if you are wicked, for you it will be an infernal torch; it will 
lacerate your breast like a poniard; it will rankle in your 
memory like a remorse; it will people your imagination with 
chimeras, and will drive you through folly to despair.  
 
You will endeavour to laugh at it, and will only gnash your 
teeth; this book will be the file in the fable which the serpent 
tried to bite, but it destroyed all his teeth.  
 

How would you interpret Levi’s 
aphorism of “you better finish 
what you started”?  
 
I interpret it as preaching to the 
choir. I agree up to the part 
about not setting out rashly 
along this Path, but it’s because 
those who started it out rashly 
will, whether by extenuating 
circumstances or personal 
fatigue, quit on their own. Those 
who start the Path seriously will 
absolutely see it through to the 
end, because it’s an if-then 
statement (in my opinion). If 
you’re serious about dedicated 
study of this Path, then you will 
reach its end because you won’t 
stop until you have. It’s by your 
own drive.  

Let us now enter on the series of initiations.  
 
I have said that revelation is the Word.  
 
As a fact, the Word, or speech, is the veil of being and the 
characteristic sign of Life.  
 
Every form is the veil of a Word, because the idea which is the 
mother of the Word is the sole reason for the existence of 
forms.  
 
Every figure is a character, every character derives from and 
returns into a Word.  
 
For this reason the ancient sages, of whom Trismegistus is 
the organ, formulated their sole dogma in these terms:  
 

From Chapter IX in Part II, Ritual, 
The Ceremonial of Initiates: 
 

“The science is preserved by 
silence and perpetuated by 
initiation.” 
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"That which is above is like that which is below, and that 
which is below is like that which is above."  
 
In other words, the form is proportional to the idea; the 
shadow is the measure of the body calculated with its 
relation to the luminous ray; the scabbard is as deep as the 
sword is long; the negation is in proportion to the contrary 
affirmation; production is equal to destruction in the 
movement which preserves life; and there is no point in 
infinite space which may not be regarded as the centre of a 
circle having an extending circumference indefinitely 
receding into space.  
 
Every individuality is, therefore, indefinitely perfectible, since 
the moral order is analogous to the physical, and since we 
cannot conceive any point as unable to dilate, increase, and 
radiate in a philosophically infinite circle.  
 

 Form proportional to the idea: The 
product of your spell-crafting will 
only ever be as good (or well-
defined) as your idea; so make your 
ideas count. 
 
 Scabbard as deep as the sword: The 
extent of the Truth revealed to you 
is only to the extent you are willing 
to probe. 
 
 The scale of creation and good you 
are capable of is equal to the scale of 
destruction and evil you are capable 
of. The more ingenious, the more 
clever, and the more resourceful you 
are, the more likely you are at risk of 
causing harm to others. 

What can be affirmed of the soul in its totality may be 
affirmed of each faculty of the soul.  
 
The intelligence and will of man are instruments of 
incalculable power and capacity. But intelligence and will 
possess as their help-mate and instrument a faculty which is 
too imperfectly known, the omnipotence of which belongs 
exclusively to the domain of magic.  
 
I speak of the imagination, which the Kabbalists term the 

DIAPHANE, or the Translucid.  
 
Imagination, in effect, is like the soul's eye; therein forms are 
outlined and preserved; thereby we behold the reflections of 
the invisible world; it is the glass of visions and the apparatus 
of magical life; by its intervention we heal diseases, modify 
the seasons, drive death away from the living, and raise the 
dead to life, because it is the imagination which exalts the will 
and gives it a hold upon the universal agent.  
 
Imagination determines the shape of the child in its mother's 
womb, and decides the destiny of men; it lends wings to 
contagion, and directs the weapons of warfare.  
 
Are you exposed in battle? Believe yourself to be 
invulnerable, like Achilles, and you will be so, says Paracelsus.  

Your thoughts are an accurate 
reflection of your soul; your 
emotional range is an accurate 
reflection of your soul; every 
small fragment of your soul that 
you can observe is going to be 
revealing of the condition and 
state that the you are in. 
 
 
Levi will revisit the Diaphane 
again in V. The Pentagram.  
 
 
The imagination and creative-
intuition is the source of 
power for all magi, seers, and 
mediums.  
 
In other words, the diaphane 
is not literal or physical, 
though it is of the earthly 
world, and it is real to the 
extent that it exists within the 
realms of both your 
imagination and your logical 
reasoning (i.e., Logos, the 
Word). 
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Fear attracts bullets, but they are repelled by courage. It is 
well known that persons with amputated limbs feel pain in 
the very members which they possess no longer. Paracelsus 
operated upon living blood by medicating the product of a 
bleeding; he cured headache at a distance by treating hair cut 
from the patient. By the science of the imaginary unity and 
solidarity of all parts of the body, he anticipated and 
outstripped all the theories, or rather all the experiences, of 
our most celebrated magnetisers. Hence his cures were 
miraculous, and to his name of Philip Theophrastus Bombast, 
he deserved the addition of Aureolus Paracelsus, with the 
further epithet of divine!  
 

Perhaps this is Levi’s 
approach to the Law of 
Attraction, a term that would 
arise later in New Thought 
schools, around 1877. 
 
Philip Theophrastus Bombast: 
Also known as Paracelsus 
(1494 – 1541) Swiss physician, 
alchemist, astrologer, and 
diviner; a leader in the 
Medical Renaissance 

Imagination is the instrument of the adaptation of the Word.  
 
Imagination applied to reason is genius.  
 
Reason is one, as genius is one, in the multiplicity of its 
works.  
 
There is one principle, there is one truth, there is one reason, 
there is one absolute and universal philosophy.  
 
Whatsoever is subsists in unity considered as beginning, and 
returns into  unity considered as end.  
 
One is in one; that is to say, all is in all.  
 
Unity is the principle of numbers; it is also the principle of 
motion, and, consequently, of life.  
 
The entire human body is summed up in the unity of a single 
organ, which is the brain. All religions are summed up in the 
unity of a single dogma, which is the affirmation of being and 
its equality with itself, which constitutes its mathematical 
value.  
 

The Magus is the genius, is 
the prodigy, because it is the 
application of equal parts 
reason and imagination.  
 
Only with equal parts reason 
and imagination in your Craft 
can your Craft (and your 
Work) multiply. 
 
Remember for Later:  
Imagination = Diaphane 

There is only one dogma in magic, and it is this:  
 
The visible is the manifestation of the invisible, or, in other 
terms, the perfect word, in things appreciable and visible, 
bears an exact proportion to the things which are 
inappreciable by our senses and unseen by our eyes.  

For everything that you 
perceive through physical 
senses, there is an equivalent 
you can only perceive through 
your psychic senses. 
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The magus uplifts one hand towards heaven and points down 
the other to earth, and he says:  
 
"Above, immensity: Below, immensity still! Immensity equals 
immensity."  
 
This is true in things seen as in things unseen.  
 
The first letter in the alphabet of the sacred language, Aleph, 
represents a man extending one hand towards heaven and 
the other to earth.  
 
It is an expression of the active principle in everything; it is 
creation in heaven corresponding to the omnipotence of the 
word below.  
 
This letter is a pantacle in itself, that is, a character expressing 
the universal science. 
 
It is supplementary to the sacred signs of the Macrocosm and 
the Microcosm; it explains the masonic double-triangle and 
the five-pointed blazing star; for the word is one and 
revelation is one.  
 
By endowing man with reason, God gave him speech; and 
revelation, manifold in its forms but one in its principle, 
consists entirely in the universal word, the interpreter of the  
absolute reason.  
 
This is the significance of that term so much misconstrued, 
catholicity, which, in modern hieratic language, means 
infallibility.  
 
The universal in reason is the absolute, and the absolute is 
the infallible.  
 
If absolute reason impelled universal society to believe 
irresistibly the utterance of a child, that child would be 
infallible by the ordination of God and of all humanity.  
 
Faith is nothing else but reasonable confidence in this unity 
of reason and in this universality of the Word.  
 

 א
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To believe is to place confidence in that which we as yet do 
not know when reason assures us beforehand of ultimately 
knowing or at least recognising it.  
 
Absurd are the so-called philosophers who cry, "I will never 
believe in a thing which I do not know!" Shallow reasoners! If 
you knew, would you need to believe?  
 
But must I believe on chance, and apart from reason?  
 
Certainly not.  
 
Blind and haphazard belief is superstition and folly. We may 
believe in causes which reason compels us to admit on the 
evidence of effects known and appreciated by science. 
Science! Great word and great problem!  
 
What is science? We shall answer in the second chapter of 
this book.  
 

The Profane View:  
 

“I will never believe in a thing 
which I do not know.”  
 

(this demonstrates a lack of faith 
that disqualifies one from being 
a Candidate) 
 

The Candidate’s View:  
 

“My imagination can conceive 
that there exists a science in 
complete possession of the 
divine truth, and I hereby seek 
to see the reflections of the 
invisible.” 

 
 

THE MONAD 
 

Does an omnipotent, omniscient singularity of a supreme being exist? In Gnostic belief 
systems, the Aeon or Aiōn Teleos (αἰών τέλεος) is Source Energy, which possesses its own 
intelligence, or Ennoea (ἔννοια), and grace, Charis (χάρις). The monad consists of a binary: 
light and dark, good and evil, and also mind and body. Gnosticism attributed the mind or 
spirit with good and the light, while the body was evil and of the dark.   
 

Apollonius of Tyana, who Levi references throughout this text, and the Neopythagoreans 
were monist philosophers. Specifically, Apollonius of Tyana believed the First Cause and 
originating principle of all nature to  be water. Or perhaps you have a more pantheistic 
approach to the monad, and see the divinity in all things, that the monad, or supreme being, 
is all—omnia sunt Deus (all things are of God) and omnia unum, quia quidquid est, est Deus (all 
the world collectively is of God). 
 

Think about your personal theology. Beyond religious beliefs, what is your philosophy, your 
way of reasoning, and your way of expressing Divinity as a monad? 
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THE FOUR POWERS OF THE MAGUS 
To Attain the Sanctum Regnum 

 
“To attain the Sanctum Regnum [to gain entrance into the Holy Kingdom], in other words, the 
knowledge and power of the magi, there are four indispensable conditions: an intelligence 
illuminated by study [Knowledge], an intrepidity which nothing can check [Audacity], a will which 
nothing can break [Productivity], and a discretion which nothing can corrupt and nothing intoxicate 

[Silence]. TO KNOW, TO DARE, TO WILL, TO KEEP SILENCE SUCH ARE THE FOUR WORDS OF THE MAGUS, 
inscribed upon the four symbolical forms of the sphinx.” 

 

Knowledge Audacity Productivity Silence 

YOUR PILLAR OF 

 
AIR 

YOUR PILLAR OF 

 
FIRE 

YOUR PILLAR OF 

 
EARTH 

YOUR PILLAR OF 

 
WATER 

DIRECTIVE TO THE MAGUS 

To Know 
DIRECTIVE TO THE MAGUS 

To Dare 
DIRECTIVE TO THE MAGUS 

To Do / To Will 
DIRECTIVE TO THE MAGUS 

To Keep Silent 

ANIMAL 

The Man 
ANIMAL 

The Lion 
ANIMAL 

The Bull 
ANIMAL 

The Eagle 

Seer of Futures Palace of Fortunes Gate of Hades Power to Transform 

SACRED RELIC 

Sword of the Spirit 
SACRED RELIC 

Scepter of Destiny 
SACRED RELIC 

Bread of Life 
SACRED RELIC 

Holy Grail 

ALCHEMICAL PHASE 

Rubedo, Manifestation 
Philosopher’s Stone 
The Magnum Opus 

ALCHEMICAL PHASE 

Citrinitas, Solar Dawn 
Stage of the Sun 

The Red King 

ALCHEMICAL PHASE 

Nigredo, Decay 
Neutralization 

The Raven 

ALCHEMICAL PHASE 

Albedo, Purification 
Stage of the Moon 
The White Queen 

AREAS OF MAGIAN STUDY 

Aeromancy 
Astrology 
Palmistry 

AREAS OF MAGIAN STUDY 

Pyromancy 
Bone Divination 
Runes, Ogham 

AREAS OF MAGIAN STUDY 

Geomancy 
Herbalism 

Energy Healing 

AREAS OF MAGIAN STUDY 

Hydromancy 
Mediumship 

Energy Clearing 

PSYCHIC SENSE 

Claircognizance 

PSYCHIC SENSE 

Clairvoyance 

PSYCHIC SENSE 

Clairaudience 

PSYCHIC SENSE 

Clairsentience 

The Wind that carries 
the Seed in its belly 

The Sun as Father 
of the Inner Seed 

The Earth that 
nurses the Seed 

The Moon as Mother 
of the Inner Seed 

From Tabula Smaragdina (The Emerald Tablet) 

 

Cicero’s De Officiis (44 BC): Conduct yourself with courage in danger; moderation in foregoing 
pleasures; wisdom in choosing between good and evil; justice in giving each what is due. 
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The Four Powers of the Magus, also referred to as the Four Directives to the Magus, 
signify “the fatal science of good and evil . . . the source of the four mysterious rivers; 
it is guarded by the sword of fire and by the four figures of the Biblical sphinx, the 
Cherubim of Ezekiel.”  
 

 
 

   
 

To Dare 
 “AN INTREPIDITY WHICH NOTHING CAN CHECK” 
 
▪ To triumph over the appetite of life 
▪ To always be daring in the present  
▪ To dare make use of your failings to achieve your Great Work 
▪ To dare to practice or to abstain without hypocrisy and without impiety 
▪ To dare perform the acts and give utterance to the words that make the 

magical agents subject to the human will 
▪ To reach beyond affliction 
▪ To reach beyond the desires of the flesh 
▪ To reach beyond the fear of annihilation 
▪ To dare for a glorious death 

 
In short, the magus cannot be afraid of the dark. You cannot be afraid of the darkness in this 
world or the darkness within yourself. You must explore that darkness if you are to be a 
magus. When you are in pain, endure through it to reach beyond that affliction. When you 
are consumed by desire, process the emotions and reach beyond those desires. Dare to 
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practice magic. Dare to perform a summoning. Dare to seek out answers beyond human 
knowledge through divination. Dare to speak with the angels and with the demons. 

 

To Do 
“A WILL WHICH NOTHING CAN BREAK” 
 
▪ To innovate opportunely 
▪ Let your liberty defeat your inertia 
▪ To resist your base nature 
▪ To seek out revelation, an expression of belief accepted and formulated by 

universal reason in the human word 
▪ To still bow to the ruling religion and to the elect of science (the church 

condemns magic, but magic does not condemn the church) 
▪ To seek out balance of the binaries—stability and motion; necessity and 

liberty; rational order and volitional autonomy; justice and love; severity and 
mercy 

▪ To make the magic chain (to establish a magnetic current, produced by Ritual) 
▪ To pursue the Great Work, which is “the creation of man by himself, the full 

and entire conquest of his faculties and his future; the perfect emancipation of 
his will; full power over the magical agent” 

 
The magus must fight the inclination for inertia and resist base, beastly instincts. “To do” 
suggests that striving for the Paths of Light require action and dedicated practice. The 
correspondence of this directive with the Hierophant underscores a provocative point that 
Eliphas Levi raises about the directive “to do”—respect religious institutions even when 
they will condemn the work of the magus. Likewise, the magus needs to be reverent to 
science, and not assume that magic works in contradiction to science. All acts that the 
magus does is toward cultivating “the magic chain” (a magnetic current through which all 
magical workings happen).  

 

To Know 
“AN INTELLIGENCE ILLUMINATED BY STUDY” 
 
▪ To know the principle of all symbolisms and of all religion 
▪ To know all works of science 
▪ To know how to suffer 
▪ To know how to forebear 
▪ To know the secrets of the future 
▪ To possess supreme reason  
▪ To overcome the vortices of vague thoughts 
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▪ To know that the visible is the manifestation of the invisible 
▪ To know the “existence and nature of the great magical agent” 
▪ To know the failings of the human heart 
▪ To know how to die 
▪ To know yourself 

 
While it is certainly true that book-learning alone does not make you a magus, to be a 
magus, you cannot avoid or sidestep book-learning. You must study every branch of physical 
and metaphysical science that you have the time and opportunity to study. However, 
scholarship is not the only form of knowledge. “To know” is also to experience, to attain 
experience in all aspects of the human condition. “To know” is the study and then the 
practice of divination, to glimpse beyond the confines of space-time. And finally, perhaps the 
most important aspect of this directive: to know yourself.  

 

To Keep Silent  
“A DISCRETION WHICH NOTHING CAN CORRUPT AND NOTHING INTOXICATE” 
 
▪ To be silent on the past 
▪ To be silent as to your purposes 
▪ To be silent upon “the one dogma of supreme initiation” 
▪ To be silent upon the mysteries of the great arcanum 
▪ Pythagorean silence, i.e., “all kinds of self-denial” 
▪ All manners of asceticism 
▪ To keep your faith 
▪ To be prepared to die rather than renounce truth and justice 
▪ To perceive the proportion that is unseen equal to the proportion that is seen 

 
The silence upon the “dogma of supreme initiation” that Levi refers to is perhaps the most 
well-known interpretation of “to keep silent” in the Witches Pyramid—to be oathbound. 
Beyond that, to keep silent is the directive to the magus to exercise discretion. The other 
aspect of “to keep silence” is forbearance. The magus must cultivate ascetic practices to 
enhance personal power, especially for Ritual. Finally, there is a technical directive in “to 
keep silent”—Levi notes that to all that is physically perceivable by you, there is an equal, 
proportionate counterpart that is invisible, and the only way the magus can begin to 
perceive the invisible is to keep silence; it is in silence that the unseen will become apparent. 
That is why it is the fourth directive and power of the magus.  
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THE CANDIDATE’S 
PLEDGE OF HONOR 

 
Henceforth in my undertakings of every metaphysical or spiritual kind and nature,  
 

I shall proceed with no worldly prejudices; 
 

I hold as my highest moral values: reason, truth, and justice, which is to say I 
proceed with reason, I will be reasonable, and I will think and act reasonably; I 
seek to know the truth for myself; and I will only act in ways that maintain 
energetic equilibrium, that is, to be ever mindful of what is just and what is 
unjust, to never conduct myself in a way that is unjustified;  
 

When I become aware of a personal weakness, vice, or malignance, I shall 
promptly take proactive and persistent action to correct and to change 
negative and self-destructive patterns of behavior; 
 

I will be confident, but never vain, and I will never love my own opinion more 
than I love dissenting perspectives; 
 

I am prepared to doubt myself, though I will never let those doubts tempt me 
into negative or self-destructive patterns of behavior; 
 

I am prepared to doubt dogma, tradition, culture, and materialism, though I 
will never let those doubts tempt me into negative or destructive patterns of 
behavior; 
 

I am prepared to defend dogma, tradition, culture, and materialism, though I 
will never let my defense turn into offense, and such defense shall never lead 
me down roads of negative or destructive patterns of behavior; 
 

I will be vigilant in my discernment between a true science and a false science, 
and between a divine magic and an infernal magic; and 
 

I seek to possess the wisdom to know when to act and when to forbear from 
acting, to know what I do not know, to exert will when I do not have the will, 
to dare even when I am meek, and to be discreet, to choose silence when it 
will be louder and more persuasive than speech. 

 
I hereby pledge to myself and to all that I hold as Holy an earnest endeavor to uphold 
and to honor these listed precepts. 
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THE CANDIDATE’S 
PLEDGE OF ASPIRATIONS 

 
Henceforth in my undertakings of every metaphysical or spiritual kind and nature, 
 

I ASPIRE TO attain an intelligence illuminated by study – I will KNOW. 
 
I ASPIRE TO MASTER the qualities and powers of AIR, to know its attributes, to 
harness its influence as my own, and to embody its wisdom. 
 
I ASPIRE TO act with an intrepidity that no one and nothing can derail – I will 
DARE. 
 
I ASPIRE TO MASTER the qualities and powers of FIRE, to know its attributes, 
to harness its influence as my own, and to embody its wisdom. 
 
I ASPIRE TO develop a willpower that nothing can break – I WILL. 
 
I ASPIRE TO MASTER the qualities and powers of EARTH, to know its 
attributes, to harness its influence as my own, and to embody its wisdom. 
 
I ASPIRE TO act with a discretion that no one and nothing can corrupt – I will 
KEEP SILENCE. 
 
I ASPIRE TO MASTER the qualities and powers of WATER, to know its 
attributes, to harness its influence as my own, and to embody its wisdom. 

 
I hereby pledge to myself and to all that I hold as Holy an earnest endeavor to 
achieve these listed aspirations.  
 

The Candidate’s Pledge of Honor and Pledge of Aspirations is for your own personal 
benefit only. It is one of the magical safeguards along the Path of the practicing 
magus to help you ensure that you walk a Path of Wisdom and Light. How seriously 
and with what extent of commitment you choose to approach these Pledges is up to 
you, but I am hereby advising not to proceed on this Path any further unless you fully 
commit yourself to these Pledges.  
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AN ALTAR CLOTH 
 
The Mysteries are veiled. Veiling signifies that which is sacred. An altar cloth covers the 
mundane and designates that all atop it shall be sacred and of the Divine. The cloth itself 
represents a singularity, the monad.  
 

When setting down the altar cloth to lay a foundation for your personal altar, consider the 
four powers of the magus, their corresponding four elements, the corresponding four 
directions of those elements, and how you will align the four corners of the altar cloth to the 
four directions to symbolize unity and convergence of those four powers of the magus. 
 

Four Fixed Signs 
Four Elements 
Four Powers 

Horoscopic Wheel – Astrology 
(Agrippa, Book II, Ch. 7; these directional 
correspondences are also used in geomancy) 

Golden Dawn – Ceremonial Magic 
(Israel Regardie, Complete Golden Dawn,  
per the Four Watchtowers of John Dee) 

  FIRE East (Asc. Pt. of )  South Michael YHVH Tzabaoth 

  WATER North (IC. Pt. of )  West Gabriel Elohim Tzabaoth 

  AIR West (Dsc. Pt. of )  East Raphael Shaddai El Chai 

  EARTH South (Mc. Pt. of )  North Auriel Adonai ha-Aretz 

 
Note that Guillaume Postel offers yet a third and differing element-to-direction 
correspondence, which is shared later in Chapter X. 
 

How you align the four corners of your altar cloth to the four directions needs to represent 
your personal theology. If your cloth is circular, note for yourself where the four 90° corners 
would be, mark them on your cloth in a discrete manner, and then align accordingly. Such a 
thoughtful act, no matter how inconsequential it may seem, is a deliberate, enchanted act of 
the magus.  
 

Since the altar cloth is the foundation of your altar, a space where the veiling of the physical 
world by the cloth symbolizes the unveiling of the Mysteries and your crossing over to 
connect with the world of Spirit, reserve time and careful deliberation for this otherwise 
negligible act. Seek references for counsel, but the final decision of the arrangement must 
be your own. 
 

As for the design of the altar cloth itself, start by choosing a size that will adequately canopy 
the space you’ve allotted for the altar. Have faith in the synchronicity of circumstances and 
let your circumstances lead you to an altar cloth that aligns with your creativity, your stylistic 
and color preferences, and also your finances.  
 

“Imagination applied to reason is genius.” 
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Left top: Illustration of the malefic aspect of the planetary spirit for Wednesday (Mercury). The book reads: “Book of Knowledge.” Names 
associated with this malefic spirit: Astroth or Tharthac. Below, the hexagram is the sigil used for defeating the demon Astraoth. Right top: 
Illustration of the malefic aspect of the planetary spirit for Thursday (Jupiter). Demon name is Acham. Sigil used to ward against the 
malefic spirit of Jupiter is the triangle and compass with points upward, featuring Justice (Justitia), The Exalted One (Qui Se Exaltat) and To 
Be Humbled (Humiliabitur), keywords from Matthew 23:12. Illustration is The Art of Combatting the Demons or Evil Genies of the Day (or 
Malefic Planetary Spirits), featured in Key of the Great Mysteries (1861). 
 


