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Introduction 
 
Back in November of 2016, I shared a handbook, “How to Earn an Annual Salary of 
$50,000+ as a Professional Reader Working 30 Hours Per Week.” To be precise, I worked 
out the path to about 27 hours per week for an annual earning of $56,760.00. 
 
Since then I’ve figured out how to earn $100,000+ by working 40 hours per week. 
 
This is an excerpt of seven chapters from a companion textbook that will be part of my 
forthcoming 2019 online course, “Sole Proprietorship in the Sacred Arts,” which will offer a 
comprehensive primer on how to succeed as a sole proprietor in one of the sacred or 
divinatory arts and how to build a solid foundation for a six-figure home business.  
 
So who the hell am I to be talking at you about running a business? For starters, I’m a full-
time corporate transactions attorney in venture capital. That means for the last decade, my 
job has been to sit in on pitches by entrepreneurs (yes, a lot like that television show Shark 
Tank, but no, not as visually glamorous), then run due diligence on their businesses, and 
give my legal opinion to my bosses—venture capitalists—on what I think about the health 
of that business, whether we should invest, and how much I think we should invest, along 
with what percentage of equity we should ask for. Basically, my job is to predict whether a 
startup business will be successful or not and the fact I’ve kept the same job for the last 
decade might suggest I’m doing okay at it and my bosses are happy with my track record.  
 
As I’ve said many times, I’m not a fortune-teller or psychic. My accurate predictions about 
the future successes of these businesses have nothing to do with spidey senses and 
everything to do with science. I know how to spot patterns. I know how to read people (and 



INTRODUCTION 
(Excerpt Chapter from Sole Proprietorship in the Sacred Arts) 

 

2 
 

read profit and loss sheets, how to see trends from studying case history). I can see through 
the surface and assess whether the entrepreneurs standing before us have what it takes to 
make it, whether their product (and brand) has what it takes to make it, because I know 
what to look for. And I’m going to share with you everything I’ve learned in venture capital. 
 
But I’m not just a business lawyer. I also do exactly what you are trying to do. I am a 
professional tarot reader, astrologer, and feng shui consultant. I practice what I preach 
(though hopefully I’ve never come across as preachy….). I am an occultist. I actively 
practice the craft. It’s in my blood and bones. I cannot extract it from my everyday routine. 
The craft is woven tightly into my mundane lifestyle.  I read cards for people and I read 
their birth charts in person, at live social and community events, festivals, privately out of 
my own home, and online, over long distance. I’m also the author of a bestselling book, 
Holistic Tarot, which has been the recipient of numerous awards. Oh, and my second book 
was The Tao of Craft. I’ve recently completed the production of a hand-illustrated tarot 
deck, which I will be self-publishing and releasing for sale later this year, in winter 2018. 
 
Now what was all that puffed up boastful verbiage for? To establish my credibility, fool. 
Establishing your authority is critical to creating value and you can’t achieve at the highest 
echelons of financial success in this industry if you don’t create value. So what I just did was 
tried to demonstrate how you create value. If I did it right, then now you believe I’m 
someone worth listening to about how to run a successful sole proprietorship in the sacred 
arts. 
 
Here’s the reality. Even though everything I’ve said is factually accurate, it’s still illusory. 
There’s no tenable causation between the points I’ve listed out and your likelihood of 
success as a sole proprietor. My success is not an indicator of your success. My knowledge 
base and professional background is not an indicator of your success. And yet I more than 
likely achieved the effect of convincing you that my success, knowledge, and professional 
background can be indicators of your success. That’s what I mean by being illusory. I 
created, I fabricated my value. Yet I certainly didn’t do so unethically. Again, everything I 
said was true, not even half-truths, but true-truths. And that’s what I want to show you how 
to do: how to create value so that your target market wants to pay you enough that you 
earn six figures.  
 
Really? Six figures? Can you really earn six figures from reading cards, selling spell kits, or 
writing horoscopes? Let me run through how I did it. 
 
I first began offering professional tarot and astrology readings in 2010, but if we’re also 
being honest, I wouldn’t say it “officially” started until 2013. Between 2010 and 2013, I was 
not generating enough business income to credibly call myself a professional. I maintained 
a regularly updated blog on all things metaphysical and had a website through which I 
offered my reading services. I did everything right (or so I thought…perhaps the better way 
to phrase it is I did everything by the book) and then waited for the clients to come. I built 
it. Now it’s their turn. Right? To come? Build it and they will come? Well, they didn’t. A good 
month of income would have been $100. 
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Around 2012 I finished writing a book on tarot and in 2015, Holistic Tarot was released (it 
took about two years for that book to go from a loose leaf manuscript on an editor’s desk to 
the book being stocked for the first time in stores). That same year of Holistic Tarot’s 
release, requests for my tarot reading services skyrocketed. Just to be fair to myself, 
business had already begun picking up between 2013 and 2014, but I’d be lying if I didn’t 
acknowledge that Holistic Tarot was a business game changer. 
 
By the end of fiscal year 2016, even during the time I released the “How to Earn $50K” 
handbook, I was making six figures a year from my metaphysical practice alone, and doing 
so part-time, meaning I still held down a day job where I was earning a regular paycheck, 
though in reality, by then I was working closer to 40 hours per week on my metaphysical 
practice, not the 27 hours prescribed in the $50K handbook. So, using 2 years’ worth of 
sales data, here’s a breakdown by percentage of how I earned over $100,000 each fiscal 
year from metaphysical arts alone: 
 

Reading Services 31 % 
Online Course Offerings 60 % 
Products 9 % 

 
“Reading Services” include tarot readings, astrology readings, feng shui consultations, and 
basically, all forms of divinatory reading services I offered. 
 
“Online Course Offerings” included the tarot courses I offered, my beginner’s astrology 
course, I Ching course, tarot courses, etc.  
 
Here and there I’d offer metaphysical products, such as consecrated water, anointing spell 
oils, sigils and talismanic craft, and this also includes my Metaphysician’s Day Planner. I 
categorized all of these items under “Products.” However, the percentage given for 
“Products” here is inaccurate. In 2016, yes, percentage of income from Products was low to 
non-existence. In 2017 with the debut launch of the Metaphysician’s Day Planner, the 
percentage of income from Products came close to triple what it had been. 
 
The foregoing percentage breakdown is provided for the purpose of giving you a 
benchmark to work with. It can’t be used as a statistic because it only represents my 
personal results. Nonetheless, I hope it gives you a clear sense of how you might want to 
structure your business model to optimize your earnings.  
 
Let’s start at the very beginning. Here is how you succeed financially and attain material 
prosperity as a sole proprietor in a sacred art: you can’t start off as a business. You must 
begin with a genuine passion. Ultimately, even if you weren’t paid to do this, you’d still do 
it. Earning an income so you can keep a roof over your head, food on the table, and enjoy a 
sense of financial security has to be just icing on the cake. 
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Why do you need that passion? Oh, for so many very pragmatic and not at all fluffy-
motivational reasons. First of all, you are not going to be an overnight success. You are 
going to be cutting your teeth in the dirty, unappreciated, largely ignored trenches for 
much longer than you’re comfortable with before you start to generate any significant 
income. And if you don’t love what you do, you’re probably going to tap out too early and 
never make it out of those trenches. And if you quit that early on, why bother starting at all? 
To make it through those trenches, you really need to love this racket.  
 
From 2010 to 2011, the first year I hung out that figurative shingle and put myself out there 
as a tarot reader, I made under $1,000…for the whole year.  Then from 2012 to 2015, the 
next three years, my business approach was a combination of getting paid money and 
doing exchanges, such as a tarot reading for a work of art, or a tarot reading for tarot decks, 
tarot reading for gemstones and crystals. In total, each fiscal year I was probably bringing 
in less than $20,000 per annum. 
 
If I wasn’t in total love with what I was doing, I probably would have dropped out after that 
fourth year. Labor and personal energy investment in this line of work is high, burn-out 
rate is high, drop-out rate is high, haters will hate on you with more vitriol than naysayers 
in other industries seem to do, and you don’t always get the privilege of faking a sick day. 
You’ve got to be there for your clients. This is not like a cubicle desk job. And, as I’ve just 
demonstrated, the money is shit for quite a long time before it starts to get better. 
 
Unlike many 9-to-5 day jobs where you are physically present but you can mentally check 
out, this line of work is the opposite. You are mentally “on” every millisecond that you’re 
working. That is exhausting and will deplete your energy quickly if you don’t know how to 
recuperate efficiently and exercise self-care.  
 
You don’t get to half-ass your work on Friday, or call in a favor from your buddy and have 
him cover for you Monday morning. Your reputation is built brick by brick, reading by 
reading, but it can come crashing down in one fell swoop if there is a reckless misstep. So, 
you really do not get the luxury of half-assing your work.  
 
If you are not passionate about this line of work, you’re going to drop like a fly. This work is 
grueling, physically, emotionally, and psychically.  
 
In fact, my methodology for earning six figures as a metaphysical proprietor requires an 
upfront investment of three years where you do not earn money.  
 
That’s right.  
 
You need to be engaged with the community that metaphysical proprietorships are built 
around for three consecutive years, volunteering free content, sharing knowledge freely, 
and in a marketing and public relations sense, treat your venture as a business without 
getting to be a business. Heck, as I just acknowledged, it took me four years, not three. 
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This is not to say you can’t hang out a shingle during that time and hold yourself as a 
professional metaphysician or mystic. Go for it. But during that time, you need to manage 
your expectations. That’s what I mean by a three-year investment. Any money you make 
from your passion is just a pleasant surprise of a bonus, not what you’re using to pay the 
bills or put food on the table. 
 
Nonetheless, that three-year trial is your initiation. If you can make it through those three 
years willingly, lovingly, and still passionate about the work that you do, thereby proving to 
yourself you really are not in it for the money, then the rest will be smooth sailing. (Well, 
comparatively speaking. Business is never “smooth sailing.” But it will be substantially 
easier than those first three years and you’ll be making damn good income to show for it 
all.) 
 
Now, from 2015 to 2016, I experienced a massive leap in income. What could have caused 
that? Probably the publication of Holistic Tarot in January of 2015, that’s what. Then by 
2016, I was earning a steady six figures from my divinatory work. 
 
So, do you need to publish your own Holistic Tarot to experience that hike in earnings? Yes 
and no.  
 
No, you don’t need to publish a book per se. However… 
 
Yes, you need to do something of public impact. That “something” of “public impact” has to 
be similar to the publication of a book. It has to be a major public event that is going to get 
you noticed. You need a conventional point of success to start with. 
 
It is almost impossible to make that leap from just another tarot reader barely able to 
scrape by to one of the most profitable of tarot readers in the world, unless you instigate a 
major public event. 
 
What is a major public event? Well, you could start a popular, compelling YouTube channel, 
though it would need to have content and aesthetics that will attract people’s attention. You 
could start offering online courses that gain traction and become popular. You can become 
more vocal and thus more visible as a fixture in the community and get your name 
recognized. Get interviewed by major news outlets. You have to, in one sense, go viral on 
social media. Or if you want to keep it local, then you need to do something that turns you 
into a big deal in your hometown.  
 
Can you still succeed without a major public event? Yes, absolutely. You put in enough 
elbow grease, dedication, personal commitment, and invested energy, you can succeed at 
anything in any way you like. You do not need a major public event. That being said, such a 
major public event for sure represents a powerful, magical catalyst. Without it, you’re 
taking the long and hard road. With it, you’re just making it a whole lot easier on yourself to 
reach that six-figure income. 
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So a critical key to success in this industry is standing out. You have to find a way to stand 
out. And that’s going to take creativity. 
 
Passion is the energy that fuels your creativity and that creativity is how you’re going to 
produce a business operation that is unique. The more creative you can be with how you 
shape your business model, the more likely you are going to finally make a name for 
yourself in this industry and rise to the top. Passion is the fuel. The more passion you’ve 
got, the more energy resource you’ve got to power up to the top of the food chain. So if you 
don’t have a sincere passion for the metaphysical arts, then you’re starting off with 
insufficient fuel for that very necessary creativity. 
 
Nevertheless, let’s be clear about one thing. Making six figures in this industry is the 
exception, not the norm, so I am not sharing any ordinary business method. This is a 
business method for the exceptional. If you can bring exceptionalism to the table, then I can 
get you to that six-figure mark by showing you what the core formula is. You then have to 
input your own creative data to make that core formula work. Without your creativity, the 
formula won’t work. To make this work in your favor, you’ve got to step up and be 
exceptional. 
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